























THE SOUTHERNS=>= 


PRESBYTERIAN 
¢** JOURNAL ::- 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the __ — 


Gospel, the faith which was once for is :. 
5 SEP AG 


all delivered unto the saints n 
al #195 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1954 Cony Va 








POOL LLO LL LLL LLL LD” wreveennn-—3 









PE POPP P LPP POPOL Se + 








LEARNING THE ROPES—Mr. Charles J. Currie, left, new Executive Secretary of the Board of 

Annuities and Relief, talks over Board correspondence with Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., out-going 

Secretary. Dr. Boggs, 1954 Moderator of the General Assembly, retired on September 1, after 11 
years’ service as head of the Board. He will continue to serve the Board as consultant. 
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To the Editor: 


Sir: 


August 9, 1954. 


1 have been one of the most zealous and ardent 
workers against union. My previous reason — and 
one in which there can be no compromise — is the 
matter of doctrine. | have read, studied and prayed 
about this and have come to the conclusion that it 
is a losing fight and even if we win, we lose. My 
reason for this is the sad and shocking fact that the 
majority of Southern Presbyterian 
for union. 


ministers are 


Some of these have used unfair methods to put 
union propaganda before the people and to prevent 
those of us who are against it to express ourselves 
and giving our reasons for opposing it. In the 
church here my husband and | seized every oppor- 
tunity we could to tell why we were opposed to 
union. The pastor branded what we said, ‘‘a lie,” 
(his own words). When proof of our statements 
were shown he made no retraction. | have heard of 
ministers in other places putting obstacles in the 
way of the anti-union representatives expressing 
their convictions. The pastor here made every effort 
to block our bringing Mr. Kenneth Keyes here and 
spread his propaganda throughout the congregation 
so that few attended when he came. The pastor also 
went to a nearby town and used the same tactics 
and we were told by an elder in the church there 
that many would have come to hear Mr. Keyes had 
not the pastor of the church said the things he did. 


In this town there would be no chance of organ- 
izing a continuing Church. | am going with the 
Episcopal Church. I have read and studied much 
literature on the Episcopal Church and have learned 
tuut they unalterably stand for the doctrines which 
I strongly believe and consider essential; ‘The Virgin 
birth, The Vicarious Atonement, The Bodily Res- 
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if we do not have union for | am so shocked and 
grieved at the attitude of most of the ministers and 
leaders in regard to union, 

We have had a heart breaking experience here. 
| feel honored yet humble that God has chosen us 
to be persecuted for Him and | can understand as 
never before what Paul really meant when he said, 
“Sorrowing yet always rejoicing.” We have been 
reviled and persecuted and all manner of evil said 
against us but we can 
glad.” 


“rejoice and be exceeding 


I would very much appreciate hearing from you. 
| pray God’s blessing on you and on the Southern 
Journal and on God’s work everywhere. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah S$. Knox. 


Sir: August 15, 1954. 

Thank you for your reply to my letter which | 
vreatly appreciate. 

I am perfectly willing for my letter to be pub- 
lished and pray that it may serve in some way to 
open the eyes of the people in the pews and of some 
of the ministers who are working for union. | have 
been amazed to find that many members of the 
congregation are totally uninformed and feel that 
the opposers of union are just being stubborn. There 
are many simple-hearted people who make no effort 
to find spiritual truths for themselves but trust en- 
tirely to their pastors and follow them wherever 
they lead. 

That is why | am afraid that the Southern 
Church—even if union should not take place—will 
in the course of a few indifferent to the 
essential doctrines. The pastor of the largest Church 
in one of our Southern cities said that the trouble 
with those who oppose union is that we “worship 
doctrine’ and inferred that doctrine is not impor- 
tant or essential. Where leaders are 


vears be 


weak in doc- 
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ine we can only expect the same from their fol- 
wers. 
I have been prayerfully reading and re-reading 
Che Faith of the Church,” one of a series of books 
n the Episcopal Church. In writing of the Divinity 
id humanity of Christ the writer says, “Unless 
lese assertions are true there can be no adequate ex- 
lanation of Christianity at all. Unless they are 
iwccepted and experienced to be true none of us can 
nter into the richness and fullness of the Christian 
life.”’ If we discard the Virgin Birth, the Vicarious 
Atonement, the Bible the infallible Word of 
God there is no basis for Christianity and the 
Church. The Church could not be the body of mere 
man—of anything less than God. If these doctrines 
ire not taught to our young people—and they are 
not taught that they are essential—the church will 
no longer be a branch of the True Vine. The atti- 
tude of some of our ministers seems to be that it 
is all right to believe these doctrines if you want 
to but you can take them or leave them “‘it doesn’t 
matter.” 


as 


I have been greatly enriched in my spiritual life 
by The Journal and want to always have it in our 
house. I agree with every statement you have made 
opposing union. At the same time I am deeply con- 
cerned for the future of the U. S. Church. If its 
ministers are in accord with the U. S. A. leadership 
I see no hope of keeping apostasy out. 

I have heard that in some of our churches, put- 
ting the matter before the people has consisted in 
reading ‘““The Plan of Union” to the congregation. 
I doubt if one out of a hundred would get any- 
thing out of it or understand it from one reading. 
Yet this is considered a fair way of putting the mat- 
ter before the Congregation as they have been re- 
quested to do. 


The situation is indeed sad and disturbing but 
we know that God can use it to His own Glory. I 
read somewhere ‘God can use what He does not 
Choose.”” We know that all things work together 
for good to those that love God and are called ac- 
cording to His purpose. We know the gates of Hell 
cannot prevail against the True Church. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah S. Knox. 

Editor’s Comment: We are publishing these two 
letters, after intentionally deleting the name of the 
church, because from many places in our church we 
are receiving similar complaints—an unwillingness 
on the part of the pastor to have the matter dis- 
cussed in his congregation, or a one-sided presenta- 
tion for union. 


Many of the complaints come from churches 
with young ministers who,-in their enthusiasm and 
because they have been taught only one side of the 
issue, feel impatient with any opposition to union. 
However, in a few instances older ministers have 
in a most high-handed way resisted their Sessions 
and even their Presbyteries in their attempts to have 
both sides presented. 

We print these letters, not to point the finger at 
any one individual but rather to remind all that 
when the very disposition of our church is at stake 
every member of the church has the right to hear 
every possible argument for and against union, 





Jahu, Kanpur, U. P., India, Aug. 9, 1954. 
From a missionary in India: 


“We have noted with interest in The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal your desire to preserve and 
continue the evangelical witness and work of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. We are thankful to 
Almighty God that He in His providence has raised 
up a group of men who intend to stand for Him. 

‘As you well know, the matter of an evangelical 
testimony in the Northern Church was fought and 
lost by the evangelicals by Dr. Machen quite a few 
years ago. We want you to know that at this time 
of trial for you, our brethren, our prayers are with 
you that you might be filled by the Holy Spirit 
and strengthened in the inner man in your struggle 
for the Truth. May God grant you great wisdom 
as you seek to glorify Him. 

“Yours in Christ, 
“John L. Dorsey, Stated Clerk.” 








Untapped Resources 


~~~. 








Every Christian, if honest with himself, must 
acknowledge that he has a multitude of personal 
needs such as: guidance, wisdom, specific leading, 
security, etc., while in relationships with others 
there is the ever-present need for love, forbearance, 
patience and humility, to mention but a few. 

But, how very often we fail in the very time 
when, as Christians, we should succeed. S 

One glaring reason for our failing to rise to the 
situation which confronts us is our failure to tap 
the resources which are ours through Christ. 


We do not believe our Lord expects His children 
to live either defeated or futile lives; He has made 
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ample provision for every contingency of life. There 
are spiritual resources which are ours for the ask- 
ing, but we fail to avail ourselves of these resources. 
Guidance, wisdom, definite leading, security are all 
a rightful part of the Christian’s inheritance. We 
have God’s promise to give these very things but 
we live as paupers when we should be living as 
kings. 

Nowhere is it more important for the Christian 
to show his spiritual resources than in his dealings 
with others. Here the fruits of the Spirit should 
show themselves, to the glory of God and to the 
smoothing of the daily contacts with those around 
about us. 

We all know Christians who show this inner 
serenity, this sureness of touch which comes from 
constant contact and communication with the Liv- 
ing Christ. In so living we all can commend the 
Gospel which we profess by the lives we live. 


“O taste and see that the Lord is good : blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Him.” on. NB: 





The Ecumenical Mind 


Ecumenics has a rightful place in the thought 
and in the viewpoint of Christian leaders. But, 
when the ecumenical outlook becomes an obsession 
it can gravely impair vital Christian conviction. 

In other words, when the value and importance 
of outward ecclesiastical unity takes precedence 
over convictions having to do with Christian truth, 
then something is definitely wrong. 


This concern is prompted by the reactions of 
several young ministers with whom we have re- 
cently talked. All were well trained, eager and 
ardently anxious to further the work of God’s 
Kingdom. 


There were several outstanding impressions: 
(A) They seem to have only a minor or transient 
concern for Christian doctrine. (B) If a project 
carries the name “Council” before it, whether it be 
on the local, state or national level, then it was al- 
right and worthy of support. (C) They were im- 
patient with definitives,—if a man is willing to af- 
firm the “divinity” of Christ one has no right to ask 
him whether he is speaking of the Christ of the 
Bible, or the Christ of that present-day scholarship 
which strips Him of many of the attributes of deity 
both in person and work. 


From these contacts one is impressed with a new 
theological viewpoint, the result of a thorough 
brain seeding, a viewpoint which stresses the power 
of ecclesiastical organizations and cooperative effort 
while at the same time apparently forgetting the 
spiritual mission of the Church and the place of the 
Holy Spirit in that mission. 


This “brain seeding” to which we refer is the 


result, in part, of the emphasis in the class room. 
It is also the result of collateral reading, in which 
numbers of specific books are assigned, most of them 
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liberal, some actually destructive, while at the same 
time the unprepared student finds it difficult to sift 
the tares from the wheat, and, at the same time, is 
overwhelmed by the apparent unanimity of opinion 
for an inclusive ecumenicity, the importance of doc- 
trinal integrity being completely lost in the process. 


It is not easy to stand against the present trend 
But, it must be done, for the very future of th 
Church of Jesus Christ depends on its message an 
not on its organization. —C.H.M. 


When May We Expect 
Revival? 


The following is an editorial which appeared in 
‘The Central Presbyterian” in 1857—97 years ago. 
The complete fitness of this editorial for our own 
day is but an illustration of the fact that while phy- 
sical, social and political conditions change, the es- 
sential spiritual needs of men are the same and the 
solution is always the same. 


“When May We Expect 
Revival? 

1. When ministers deeply feel and lament their 
insufficiency for their work. 


2. When they diligently search the Scriptures 
that they may learn what is in the mind of the 
Spirit—what they should preach, and how. 


3. When they earnestly pray 
guidance from above, 





for strength and 
under the firm conviction 
that they can do nothing of themselves. 


4+. When they have inexpressible longings after a 
greater conformity to the Spirit of the Gospel, both 
as to themselves and the members of their charge. 

5. When the burden of souls presses upon them 
with a weight seemingly beyond endurance, and ren- 
ders their intercessions at the throne of grace intense 
on their behalf. 


6. When they mingle great fidelity with great 
tenderness in warning sinners to flee from the wrath 
to come, and in urging upon Christians the duty of 
living near to Christ. 

7. When they are vigilant in seeking opportuni- 
ties to commend the gospel both by word and deed. 


We may also expect a revival: 


1. When the other office-bearers of their church 
are ready to co-operate with the minister in spiritual 
labours, warning, reproving and exhorting with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. 

2. When they fully realize what is meant by 
ruling well, and by being an example to the flock. 

3. When they show their faith by their works— 
so speaking and acting and living, 
the gospel to others. 


as to commend 


+. When they shrink from no duty to which they 
are called in the providence of God, and when they 
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look to Him for grace both to hear and do His will. 
We may also expect a revival: 


1. When the members of the church begin to be 
sensible that they have not duly appreciated the pri- 
vileges of their high calling, as the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. 


2. When this leads them to the renewal of their 
covenant yvows—and when the closet is found the 
most appropriate place for this renewal—each one 
examining himself there, as well as earnestly pray- 
ing for light and grace. 


3. When the sanctuary is their delight—when 
they enter into its devotions with earnestness and 
solemnity ; and when they listen to the Word with 
self-application, and with earnest prayer that it may 
be effectual for their edification, and for the further- 
ance of the gospel. 


4. When they feel their need of the Spirit’s pres- 
ence; and when with earnestness and faith and per- 
severance they supplicate the throne of grace for 
this promised blessing. 


Let ministers and elders and people ponder these 
answers to the question: When may we expect a re- 
vival? And if they desire it and will ask it, the fi- 
delity of God is pledged to grant their request. For 
He has said: ‘Ask and ye shall receive.’ And for our 
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encouragement He has assured us that He is ‘more 
ready to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, 
than earthly parents are to give good gifts to their 
children.’ —Central Presbyterian, 1857.” 





World Council Hears Views 
On Race Relations 


On Saturday morning, August 21st, the Second 
Assembly heard Dr. Benjamin Mays of Atlanta 
and Dr. Ben Marais of Pretoria present various 
views of the race or ethnic question. Dr. Mays held 
that there was no basis in the Bible, in the history 
of the Church, or in science for segregation. He 
further set forth that segregation was harmful both 
to those who were segregated and those who segre- 
gated them, and was a wicked thing. He asked the 
churches not only to believe the Bible when it speaks 
on the end of history, but also when it speaks on 
the present day. 


Dr. Marais saw across all the deep gulfs by 
which we are divided the over-arching bridge 
through which we are united—the Cross of our 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ. In the New Testa- 
ment, the prominent teaching is not that of a uni- 
versal brotherhood of man, but of the brotherhood 
of believers in Christ. 














Historically, the Church was largely a white 
man’s religion for a thousand years following the 
conquests of Islam, when contacts were again made 
with European nations and colored peoples they 
were not normal contacts, but those of conqueror 
and conquered, even of master and slave. From this 
fact some honest and sincere Christians have found 
arguments to maintain apartheid. (Separation). 


These call attention to the fact that in Gal. 3:28 
and John 17:21-22 the meaning is unity in Christ 
or in God, not that Jews become Greeks racially, 
or that men become women. This unity belongs to 
the things of faith which eye has not seen, but 
which God has prepared for those that love Him. 


Dr. Marais disassociated himself with this point 
of view, holding that the only fundamental separa- 
tion is separation from sin. He asked, however, for 
a sober recognition of facts and a beginning from 
where one is. We may never lose the ideal of a 
church in which all men who believe in Christ will 
be at home, but different churches based on lan- 
guage or race may be useful or preferable in some 
cases, on the understanding that nobody who wishes 
to join a Christian Church may be excluded on 
other grounds than that of faith. He asked for 
universal repentance for our own short-comings and 
for our unkind judgments on others. “Let con- 
demnation in these things be far from us, and un- 
derstanding and hope motivate and characterize our 
discussions as men and as churches.” As Christ is 
our hope, so is He the place where we experience 
the powers of the age to come. “God is willing to 
teach men and churches in their specific circum- 
stances how best to make Christian brotherhood 
real!” 

* * » * * 

On the same day, Dr. John R. Cunningham of 
Davidson shared in a panel discussion presented to 
the accredited visitors. He said that the attitude 
of the churches in the South toward the supreme 
court decision had been encouraging. He stated that 
integration was going to come slowly from the 
boards of directors of the colleges. Dr. Cunning- 
ham is nearer the position of Dr. Marais than that 
of any other presented. In conversation, he drew a 
parallel in the idea of unity between the churches, 
and the diversity actually found. He affirms the 
need for time to work all such matters out. 


_W.C.R. 
Col. F. P. Miller Presents The 
Christian In His Vocation 


Southern Presbyterian Calls On 
Christians To Be Active In Society 





Colonel Francis Pickens Miller, the Moderator 
of the Synod of Virginia, addressed the World 
Council on Saturday, August 21st, on the task of 
the Christian Layman in Society. He declared: So- 
ciety is the place where the Christian faith is to be 
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affirmed, the Christian witness given and the Chris- 
tian life lived. God has a grand design for society 
and is calling men to serve Him in realizing that 
end. As the man of faith is called of God to His 
service he will be shown what he has to do when 
confronted with choices and decisions in the con- 
crete circumstances of life. The Christian is an 
advance agent of the coming Kingdom. “God rules. 
The government is not in Moscow, London or 
Washington. The government is upon His shoul- 
ders. God is at work in the world; destroying by 
judgment; redeeming by His love and grace, and 
recreating men and nations.” But at the same time 
the Father of Lies is at work so that human society 
is the battlefield for the souls of men. The final 
victory will be won (just as in one sense it has 
already been won) by Jesus Christ our Lord. He 
is our Captain in the well-fought fight. He calls us 
to live like citizens of God’s eternal kingdom in 
these evil but glorious hours of human history. 


The primary concern is not with saving a par- 
ticular economic way of life; but we are concerned 
with creating and maintaining societies characterized 
by responsible freedom. In that concern a Christian 
layman may contribute by entering politics and 
running for office, whether or not he wins the elec- 
tion. But the layman’s contribution to society may 
just as well be in a mill, on the farm, in selling— 
perhaps his God-given task is doing exactly what 
he is doing. By the grace and love of God, his job 
may become the Christian vocation to which he is 
called, in which he affirms his faith and gives his 
witness and lives His life. “And as we work we 
hear afar the trumpets blowing to signal the victory 
of our Lord and the coming of His kingdom.” 


“The Christian life is not flight from the world, 
but assumption of responsibility in the world.” 


—Reported by W.C.R. 


Exposition On I Peter 1:22 - 2:3 


By Dr. Pierre Maury 
President Of Reformed Or Presbyterian 
Church Of France 





“If so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious.” 


Thursday, August 19, 1954. 
** * & * 


All hope depends on this, on what God is to us, 
on what He intends for us. 


For several days we have been speaking of the 
God in whom we may hope. We shall speak of 
Him until the end of the Assembly, that is to say, 
we shall try to discover just how much we can rely 
upon Him. 


Today our lesson tells us why the believer has a 
right to this hope; and how, if he hopes, he must 


behave. 
ee ee * 
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We can hope in God, because He is gracious. The 
Greek word thus translated literally means: oblig- 
ing, one who renders service. It is a great promise. 


We always fear that God is for us a dreadful 
God, that He accuses, judges and condemns us. It 
is true that God has to judge us, accuse us and con- 
demn us. All this is righteous, in keeping with a 
justice which chastens iniquity and must not be 
misunderstood or transgressed, It is a good, an ex- 
cellent thing, that justice should exist. 


But the righteousness of God is not like ours: 
It is just, right in its own unique way. Of course, 
it remains right, but in a strange fashion. That is 
the meaning of this sentence: God is gracious. He 
is righteous in His own way. 


As to us, we try to be ‘gracious’ but we are not. 
And we are neither righteous nor good. Because 
we do not love. Because we always keep account of 
what was given to us and of what we are giving in 
return. In this way our righteousness is calculated, 
and our kindness always miserly. 


But the Lord is gracious in another way. He is 
gracious without calculation. He is gracious in giv- 
ing without stint, in forgiving. He is gracious in 
forgetting the wrong we have done to Him, and 
the wrong we have done to those whom He loves 
as much as He loves us. He is gracious in being 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, on the day of His 
death, did not say, as we would have said: ‘I have 
nothing with which to reproach myself, I die in- 
nocently’, but ‘Forgive them for they, who put me 
to death, know not what they do’ (Luke 23:24). 


It is in this way that God is gracious. And His 
graciousness makes our lives serene and peaceful. 


When we are given this serenity by Him, when 
we have peace in Him without remorse, without the 
remorse which kills us, ‘this peace which He gives’ 
(John 14:27), when we are thus reconciled with 
ourselves because we are reconciled with Him (Rom. 
5:10), then we are purified because we bow before 
the Truth. Wherefore, if we know this, if we learn 
it from Peter, the Apostle, then we have a new 
life and are no longer like our old selves. We are 
new creatures, born again, and we obey the truth 
which is truer than the truth which we know, the 
truth of God! 


Then we cease to live in a world of lies and evil, 
particularly the evil things which are our grudges, our 
grievances towards our fellow-creatures. Then we 
can have true ‘love of the brethren,’ we can have 
brethren, then we can love one another fervently 
then we can become, in this world, those strange 
beings who do not calculate, beings whose origin is 
the incorruptible seed, who are born of the Word 
of God, for eternal life, those men and women whose 
destiny is no longer death, but of whom the Word 
that gives new life makes beings as lasting as Itself, 
for eternity. 
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Everything dies, the grass withereth, beauty 
ceases to be beautiful and withers, human realities 
last but a little while. But the Word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. The Word is living in the strong- 
est, the most complete sense of the word; that is 
to say, It does not grow old, It will never die. 


oe ¢ & a's 


It is the living Word, intended to give life with- 
out any danger of doubt or uncertainty, this Word 
that once more | announce to you today, as Peter 
did to those to whom the epistle was addressed. Let 
us live to that to which it calls us. Let us lay aside all 
malice, and all that, for the gracious Lord would 
be evil. Let us not be hypocritical, for to dissimulate 
is to deny God's word, and thus to deny our own 
real truth. Let us not be envious; for to envy is 
jealousy to desire that which God has not given us, 
to try to grasp what is not good for us. Let us not 
be given to evil speaking, because to speak evil is 
to ignore the good things which the Lord has given 
us and no longer to perceive how gracious He is 
towards others as towards ourselves, ‘For He maketh 
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good’ (Mat. 
5:45). Let us not be adults grown old, but ‘new- 
born babes,’ because, for such little children, the 
Kingdom of God is designed, those whose hearts are 
not worn out (Mat. 9:14). Let us not seek other 
food than that which makes us grow thereby unto 
salvation, for, as far as salvation is concerned, we 
are scarcely adult. But the Lord is gracious: He 
forgets our childishness and He helps us by His 
grace to grow up for His sake. 


Yes, God is indeed good. We can, being the men 
we are, be completely happy in having this Lord— 
we can bless Him—we can hope in Him—and it is 
a marvellous hope. 





The Broadening Church 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 





“THe BRoaDENING CHURCH” 
by Lefferts A. Loetscher 
published by University of Pennsylvania Press 
3436 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 


i Price $4.75 














At the outset it will be well to identify the au- 
thor of “The Broadening Church.” Dr. Loetscher 
became a member of the faculty of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1941. He now serves as As- 
sociate Professor of Church History at Princeton. 
He is a well known historian and the son of Dr. 
Frederick William Loetscher who for many years 
had a distinguished career at the same institution. 


It should be further noted at the beginning that 
the author is not “a Fundamentalist” or even “an 
old-line Conservative.” It is evident that he is an 
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apostle of “Broad Churchism.” He writes with 
marked sympathy for leaders of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., who have been promoters of liber- 
alism. Few kind words are expressed for the de- 
fenders of the full-orbed Reformed faith such as 
Warfield, Patton and Machen. 


Dr. Loetscher presents in this volume an induc- 
tive study of the theological issues in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. Much research has gone into 
this book. In addition to his sabbatical leave which 
was devoted to this volume, the author has given 
many hours of labor in its preparation. 


It may not be an over-simplification to say that 
this volume depicts the rise, progress and triumph 
of “Broad Churchism” as the accepted policy of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. Here we see 
the conflict between the Old School Conservative 
theology and “Broad Churchism.” Dr. Francis L. 
Patton expressed the idea that “Broad Churchism” 
is “a land which lies between strict orthodoxy and 
open infidelity.” When he began his work as editor 
of the Interior, a Presbyterian weekly, Dr. Patton 
wrote that progress in theology can be only progress 
in the interpretation of the Bible which is unlikely. 
He said, “And it gives us no more uneasiness that 
Christian theology has come to maturity than it does 
to know that we shall never be any taller.’’ By the 
process of gradualism the philosophy of the New 
School began to assert itself following the first re- 
united General Assembly of 1870. As long as many 
of the Northern Presbyterian seminaries used Dr. 
Charles Hodge’s “Systematic Theology” as a text- 
book, the Northern Church was held in check by 
Dr. Hodge’s uncompromising attitude to the nega- 
tive conclusions of higher criticism. When the day 
arrived that Hodge was no longer revered, the tide 
turned in the liberal direction. Dr. Loetscher writes, 
“The struggles whereby the Church first accepted 
and later rejected the Princeton attitude toward 
the Bible comprises a principal theme of the pres- 
ent book.” Here is really the key sentence in this 
volume. 


Princeton Seminary for many years proclaimed 
and defended a very high doctrine of the inspiration 
of the Bible. Dr. Archibald Alexander, the Semin- 
ary’s first professor (1812-1851), set his stamp on 
plenary inspiration by affirming that if we believe 
the Bible to be inspired, then this belief requires us 
to accept also its inspiration because it claims to be 
inspired. He held that inspiration, among other 
things, is superintendence by God over the Biblical 
writers which does not impair or overshadow their 
spontaneity, but keeps them from error. Dr. Loet- 
scher points out that Dr. Alexander “refused to 
admit error in any part of Scripture for to do so 
would be to admit the impossibility of distinguish- 
ing definitely between what parts of Scripture are 
inspired and what parts are not inspired.” Here, 
according to the author, is to be found in germ, 
the entire Princeton theology. 
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Dr. Charles Hodge espoused the views of his 
predecessors. He held that the divine inspiration of 
the Bible was complete in its extent. He wrote, 
“Inspiration is not confined to moral and religious 
truths, but extends to the statements of facts — 
scientific, historical or geographical . it extends 
to everything which any sacred writer asserts to be 
true.” Dr. Loetscher comments, “It is clear that 
the Princeton Theology not only tried to guarantee 
an inerrant Bible but presupposed it as the founda- 
tion of its theological method thus formulated and 
the negative conclusion of the higher criticism were 
irreconcilable.” 


Dr. Francis L. Patton, who came to the faculty 
of Princeton Seminary in 1881, continued to carry 
on the defense of an infallible Bible. He was sharp 
in his criticism of the current demand for progress 
in theology. He never claimed originality for the 
pattern of his theology. He agreed with Dr. Charles 
Hodge who at his semi-centennial announced, “I 
am not afraid to say that a new idea never originat- 
ed in this Seminary.”’ He was content to teach the 
Calvinism of the Westminster type. 


Dr. A. A. Hodge continued the theological em- 
phasis on Inspiration set forth by his father. In 
discussing a series of articles with Dr. Warfield on 
the subject of Inspiration he declared, “The real 
question on which I must assume the affirmative 
was, What was the extent of that divine superin- 
tendence which secured this general infallibility? 
Did this prevent all errors in their communicating 
to us what they intended to affirm? ... To this I 
have been brought up and this I must affirm.” The 
Princeton theologians believed that the doctrine of 
Inspiration was extremely important. They built 
their entire theological system on the assumption 
that it was true. Because of this, Dr. Loetscher ob- 
serves that they had to defend it to the hilt to save 
their theological system. 


Dr. B. B. Warfield also felt obligated to main- 
tain uncompromisingly the inerrancy of the Bible. 
He said, “All the affirmations of Scripture of all 
kinds whether of spiritual doctrine or duty, or of 
physical or historical fact, or of psychological or 
philosophical principle, are without any error, when 
the ipissima verba of the original autographs are 
ascertained and interpreted in their natural and 
intended sense A proved error in Scripture 
contradicts not only our doctrine, but the Scripture 
claims and, therefore, its inspiration in making those 
claims.” 


Such views were challenged and “The Broaden- 
ing Church” tried to escape the implications of the 
Princeton theology by attempting revisions of the 
Confession of Faith. Hardly was the reunion of Old 
School and New School consummated in 1869 be- 
fore some desired creedal revision. In 1888 the issue 
of confessional revision threw the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., into sudden and widespread con- 
troversy. Some favored revision, some opposed it, 
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hile still others favored the writing of a new 
nsensus creed, 


At this time Dr. Francis L. Patton was president 
Princeton University. He was a staunch oppo- 
‘nt of revision. He recognized that in this contro- 
rsy the conception of the church itself was the 
‘al point at issue. He wrote, “The real question 
the minds of some of our leading men is whether 
the denominations have not outlived their useful- 
ness. He saw creedal revision as an intended step 
n the direction of a more inclusive churchmanship. 
He emphatically declared, ‘““The Reunion of Chris- 
tendom, as that phrase is commonly understood, | 
do not believe in . . . The way to conserve that 
which is common to all is for each denomination to 
be jealous of the doctrine that is peculiar to itself.” 
Although for the moment the revision movement 
failed, Dr. Loetscher points out that it revealed a 
growing conflict within the church. 


Chapter 6, called “The Briggs Case,” contains 
much interesting material—especially the severance 
of Union Theological Seminary of New York from 
the church. 


Following the Briggs case and the withdrawal 
of Union Seminary, Dr. Loetscher observes that 
broader churchmanship, which seems to make room 
for men holding contrary views, became increasing- 
ly influential in the Presbyterian Church in coming 
decades. It is true, however, that all the faculty of 
Union Seminary did not agree with Dr. Briggs, for 
his colleague, Dr. W. G. T. Shedd, saw the real 
question involved: whether a type of theology ut- 
terly antagonistic to the theology of the denomina- 
tion shall be solemnly condemned by its highest 
tribunal or whether it shall be endorsed by it direct- 
ly in words or indirectly by inaction and tolerance. 


Dr. William Brenton Greene, Jr., professor at 
Princeton Seminary, recognized the perils of “Broad 
Churchism.” Discussing Dr. Briggs’ type of “Broad 
Churchism,” he said, “It would mean, as Dr. Briggs 
has said that he desires and intends, the end of de- 
nominationalism . . . Would this, however, be for 
the advantage of Christ’s cause? . . . The broader 
a church becomes, the fewer and the less definite 
must be the truths to which it witnesses.” 


The prosecution of Professor Henry Preserved 
Smith for heresy is the subject of Chapter 7. In two 
articles prepared for the New York Evangelist in 
1892, Dr. Smith dealt with the basic problem of the 
nature of Presbyterian churchmanship. The first 
article was entitled ““How Much is Implied in Ordi- 
nation Vows?” Here he propounded the startling 
view that “doctrinal qualification is required only 
it ordination . The candidate for ordination is 
nowhere warned that if his doctrinal views should 
hange, he must acquaint his Presbytery with the 
fact.” Here we see why our Southern Presbyterian 
Church was wise in including in the ordination 
ows of ministers that if their doctrinal views 
hould change, they would notify their presbyteries 
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of such changes. This also shows the glaring omis- 
sion of the 1954 Plan of Union, which leaves loop- 
holes for ministers who have changed their views 
since ordination to rationalize their delinquencies 
and still stay in the Presbyterian ministry. 


The church’s seminaries are discussed in Chapter 
9. The author rightly declares that the theology 
that the seminaries taught at any particular time 
was soon widely held throughout the churches. An 
interesting paragraph in this chapter is devoted to 
Dr. William Alexander, one of the original pro- 
fessors in the San Francisco Seminary, now located 
in San Anselmo. Dr. Alexander protested against 
the revision of the Confession of Faith and said 
that many of the New School heritage feel it to be 
their duty to sneeze whenever the Congregational- 
ists take snuff. Writing to Dr. Warfield, he offered 
his services in the fight for historic Calvinism by 
saying, “If you should find it necessary to do battle 
in defense of the truth, just please count me in.” 
It was quite refreshing to meet a brother who was 
willing to give himself ‘“‘in defense and confirmation 
of the gospel.” Such a letter was a good tonic to 
Dr. Warfield’s spirit for it was at this period that 
he declared, “It is an inexpressible grief to me to 
see the church spending its energies in a vain at- 
tempt to lower its testimony to suit the ever chang- 
ing sentiment of the world about it.” 


‘The Emerging Issue” is the subject of Chapter 
11. The leaven of ‘Broad Churchism” continued to 
leaven the lump. The conservatives sought to meet 
this problem in the General Assembly of 1910. It 
adopted a five-point doctrinal deliverance declaring 
that the Adopting Act of 1729 called upon the 
church judicatory to decide what articles of Presby- 
terian faith are “essential and necessary.” The As- 
sembly proceeded to name five doctrines as “essen- 
tial”: “(1) the Holy Spirit so inspired the writers 
of Scripture ‘as to keep them from error’; (2) ‘our 
Lord Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary’; 
(3) Christ offered up himself as ‘a sacrifice to satis- 
fy divine justice’; (4+) ‘he arose from the dead, with 
the same body in which he suffered’; (5) Christ 
‘showed his power and love by working mighty 
miracles’.”’ 


The Assembly then enjoined its presbyteries al- 
ways to take care “not to admit any candidate for 
the ministry into the exercise of the sacred function, 
unless he declares his agreement in opinion with all 
the essential and necessary actions of the Confes- 
sion.” This deliverance was repeatedly challenged. 
Certain leaders were determined to license and or- 
dain ministerial candidates in defiance of the five- 
point doctrinal formula. This was done largely in 
interest of an anticipated organic union of Ameri- 
can Evangelical churches. Professor William Ben- 
ton Greene, Jr., warned against such an attitude of 
inclusiveness and said, “ ‘Broad Churchism’ is a 
tendency to regard church union as more important 
than church distinctions . . . It is ecclesiastical 
utilitarianism.” 
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David S. Kennedy, who became editor of the 
Presbyterian in 1911, felt that growing liberalism 
constituted a deadly peril to the church and must 
be fought to the death. Despite such warnings 
“Broad Churchism” continued to advance. Chapter 
12, called “A New York Pulpit,” deals with the 
Fosdick case. This case served to bring the issues 
into clear focus. The Christian Century agreed 
with Dr. Machen that “fundamentalism and mod- 
ernism”’ were two distinct religions. 


The Christian Century expressed it in these 
words, ‘““IT'wo worlds have clashed, the world of 
tradition and the world of modernism . There 
is a clash here as profound and as grim as that be- 
tween Christianity and Confucianism . . . The God 
of the fundamentalist is one God; the God of the 
modernist is another . . . That the issue is clear and 
that the inherent incompatibility of the two worlds 
has passed the stage of mutual tolerance is a fact 
concerning which there hardly seems room for any 
one to doubt.” 


On page 128, Dr. Loetscher points out that in 
1925 the liberals of the Northern church refused 
to accept the Assembly’s decision which had de- 
clared the affirmation of the Virgin Birth to be an 
absolute requirement for licensure and ordination. 


The situation in 1925 was that if the church did 
not withdraw its judicial decision it would be in 
danger of losing its left wing; but that if it altered 
the formula of subscription to the Confession or 
substituted for the Confession a brief modern creed, 
it would be in danger of losing its right wing. Sub- 
sequent events made room for “The Broadening 
Church” concept to become dominant. Princeton 
Theological Seminary, founded in 1812, was re- 
organized. 


The right wing of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church was lost in 1936. Dr. Loetscher remarks 
“the termination of the judicial cases in 1936 mark- 
ed the virtual cessation to date of theological con- 
troversy within the Church’s judicatories. In spite 
of important internal diversities, the Church since 
1936 has enjoyed the longest period of theological 
peace since the reunion of 1869.’ Thus we have a 
panoramic view of “The Broadening Church” that 
ended in the triumph of “Broad Churchism.” Dr. 
Loetscher’s conclusion is that after 1936 those who 
insisted on strict construction and expulsion of mod- 
erate liberalism ceased to exist as an institutional- 
ized party within the church. 


It is noteworthy that Dr. Loetscher acknowledges 
that former controversies still largely inhibit among 
Northern Presbyterians the frank and realistic dis- 
cussion of theological questions. “The less theology 
the better,’ he says, “seems to be the lurking impli- 
cation—at least so far as the Church’s statistical 
growth is concerned.” 


It is obvious to all with eyes that can see that 
the theological outlook of the Presbyterian Church, 
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U.S.A., is different from that of the Presbyteriar 
Church, U.S. To affirm this is not to make a charg: 
but to state a fact. The abundance of material foun: 
in the Westminster Study Edition of the Bible an 
the New Curriculum as well as other evidence 
which are available to all who are conversant wit! 
the subject, should be conclusive on this point. If 
however, anyone should still be in doubt about this 
fact, “The Broadening Church” should instantly 
dispel such an uncertainty. 


Several questions emerge from the study of “The 
Broadening Church’: When will this broadening 
process cease? Where is it leading? What will be 
the destination ? 


Beyond controversy the “Broadening Church” 
concept is attractive to many. It is more popular 
than a Bible-centered church. If the supreme con- 
sideration is popularity then the “Broadening 
Church” idea should be quickly embraced. If a 
Bible-centered church is our ideal then we must 
beware of the perils inherent in the “Broadening 
Church” concept. 


‘Go in by the narrow gate. For the wide gate has 
a broad road which leads to disaster and there are 
many people going that way. The narrow gate and 
the hard road will lead out into life and only a 
few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14, Phillips Trans- 
lation. ) 





The Director Of Christian 
Education 


(Proposed New Chapter For The 
Book Of Church Order) 


By Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 
Burlington, N. C. 


The Ninety-Fourth General Assembly recently 
passed and sent down to the Presbyteries for their 
advice and consent a proposed new chapter dealing 
with Directors of Christian Education. This pro- 
posed chapter was launched by an overture sub- 
mitted to an earlier Assembly in which that As- 
sembly was asked to make a study of the status of 
DCE’s. A special committee has been at work and 
the proposed chapter is the result of their efforts. 


Now this proposed chapter is an honest effort to 
fill a real need: namely the need for adequate recog- 
nition for those young women who especially pre- 
pare themselves by advanced training, to serve as 
Directors of Christian Education. And surely such 
recognition is needed. These young women have 
prepared themselves professionally and our Church 
should recognize and reward their special profes- 
sional qualifications. 


However, it would seem that our Church is being 
asked to do a very unwise thing, in the manner of 
the recognition which is being requested for these 
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young ladies. Except for the difference between the 
word “certify” and the word “ordain,” there is 
hardly any significant difference between any step 
in the procedure outlined for certifying DCE’s and 
ordaining ministers of the Gospel (except for the 
actual laying on of hands). 


According to this proposed chapter, future DCE’s 
shall be taken under the care of Presbytery in ex- 
actly the same manner as a candidate for the Gospel 
ministry is taken under the care of Presbytery: and 
the questions asked are almost identical in each 
case. (She shall be examined on experimental reli- 
gion and on her motives for seeking . . . etc.) 


Then, having finished their course of training and 
preparation, candidates for the office of DCE are 
to be “certified” by the Presbytery in almost exactly 
the same way a candidate for the Gospel ministry 
is licensed to preach: and the questions asked 
virtually the same in either case. (She shall be ex- 
amined on Christian beliefs, Church government, 
the Sacraments, English Bible and Christian Edu 
cation! ) 

After being “certified,” DCE’s are then placed 
on the roll of Presbytery (so are ministers) al- 
though they are to remain members of some local 
church and shall be under the control of the Ses- 
sion they serve. But they are to be reported by each 
Presbytery as a separate category to the Assembly 
each year and when they transfer to another Presby- 
tery they are to be dismissed with a certificate as a 
minister is dismissed. 

Furthermore, the Presbytery will have the au- 
thority to revoke the certification of a DCE, once 
given, which makes “certification” much more than 
a Degree which is earned, such as an AB. 


A Presbytery, receiving a DCE from another 
Presbytery, will, under this proposed chapter, ex- 
amine her very much as it examines ministers who 
are being received, before she is enrolled in the new 
Presbytery. 


Thus, it would seem, our Presbyterian form of 
government, which does not permit the ordination 
of women officers by a local church, now proposes 
virtually to ordain DCE’s and make them almost 
members of Presbytery! 


Now two general and serious objections may be 
raised to this proposed chapter in the Book of 
Church Order. The first has to do with the pro- 
cedure, which so closely parallels Ordination, to 
be followed in the case of a DCE. No one denies 
that the young ladies should be recognized: but 
this type of recognition, it would seem, is distinctly 
unwise. Perhaps the institution from which they 
graduate should issue the certification herewith sug- 
gested for the Presbyteries to issue. (Our church 
has not yet seen fit even to ordain its medical mis- 
sionaries! ) 

But it would seem that we should not set up a 
new “officer” in the church on the Presbytery level, 
for which there is no Scriptural warrant. 
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On the other hand, the DCE will admittedly 
not be a member of Presbytery in the true sense, 
although her relation to the Presbytery will be very 
intimate and the Presbytery will exercise a special 
degree of control over her status. Actually, she will 
continue to be a member of the local church. 


And this fact brings up the second objection 
which can be made to the proposed plan. Here the 
Presbytery will exercise a degree of direct control 
over a worker in a local church which the Presby- 
tery has not hitherto exercised. No one, I am sure, 
would deny that it would be very good for the 
Presbytery to supervise the selection of Sunday 
School teachers, Circle Chairmen, Men’s Club Of- 
ficers, etc., within the local church (!). But thus 
far we have avoided bringing the Presbytery into 
so intimate a relationship with the business of the 
local church. 


It would seem that the direct supervision, by 
Presbytery, of the DCE as this proposed new chap- 
ter would allow, is unwise and would set an unwise 
precedent. 


Presbyteries should not support this proposed 
amendment to the Book of Church Order with 
their consent. 





ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 73 


“I Am Better Than Some Church People” 


Using the fishing figure here, I would classify 
this brother as an Eel. He is very slippery. Even 
after you get him into the boat or out on the bank 
he is apt to slip back into the water. The only way 
to hold an eel is to get sand or grit on your hands, 
(possibly some grit in the gizzard if it works pa- 
tience). It is very hard to cope with the “better- 
than-some-church-people” complex. You will have 
to be very patient in this case. Besides, there is an 
element of truth in the claim. It is not difficult to 
find some non-church-members who are more care- 
ful to pay their debts than some church members; 
more careful to avoid speaking ill of others, more 
charitable; less harsh in their judgments; not so 
quick to show resentment. Then, too, in rare in- 
stances some church member—even a church of- 
ficer—may be involved in a criminal affair, like 
robbing a bank or some other shameful and incon- 
sistent act; and it receives plenty of advertisement. 
Let a minister slip (or even appear to slip) and it 
gets in the headlines on the front page. The press 
regards it as juicy news. That is one evidence of the 
fact that it is very exceptional. 


The main trouble with this brother who is “bet- 
ter than some church people” is that he is reason- 
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ing from a totally wrong premise when it comes to 
the matter of salvation. As an unrepentant un- 
believer he is a lost sinner, under condemnation, 
and being “better than some church people” won’t 
insure his safety. What others may or may not be or 
ought to be will have no bearing whatever on the 
merits of his case. He desperately needs to consider 
what will he do with Christ. Will he reject Him 
or accept Him as his Saviour? Open your testament 
and show him Romans 14:12, “So then every one of 
us shall give account of himself to God.” Then 
show him Luke 16:15, “And He said unto them 
(the Pharisees), Ye are they which justify your- 
selves before men; but God knoweth your hearts; 
for that which is highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in the sight of God.” 


Some have refused to accept Christ because, as 
they say, “there are hypocrites in the church.” It 
has been suggested to ask these whether they would 
rather spend the few years of this life in the church 
with a few hypocrites than to spend eternity in hell 
with a multitude of them. But I would be cautious 


in using that. People, if not under deep conviction, 
may easily be offended by witticisms or metaphors. 


Try to look upon your prospect like Jesus looked 
upon the rich young ruler, who claimed to have 
kept the law perfectly, though he was far from it: 
“Then Jesus beholding him, loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest ( Mark 
10:21). Following the example of our Lord, let 
us, too, behold the self-righteous person and love 
him, and in unmistakable kindness show him how 
far wrong he is in his reasoning. He is “better than 
some church people” who go to his doctor, but that 
does not keep him from going to his doctor. Better 
than some who belong to the civic club, but that 
does not keep him from belonging. Better than some 
who listen to the radio, but that does not keep him 
from listening to it. And so on down the line; but 
make sure to show him by the Word what God 
says about it, for that, after all, is of the greatest 
importance and is what the Holy Spirit will use to 
bring to conviction and a decision. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Growing In Christian Love 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48; 
18:21-35; Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2; I John 4:7- 
21. Devotional Reading: I John 3:18-24. 
“Keep His commandments” : 


“Believe,” “Love,” 


we might sum up our Devotional Reading in these words. 


Faith, love, and obedience are bound together and must never be separated. Hereby we know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us. Sometimes people ask the question, How can I know that I am a 
Christian? How can I have the assurance of salvation? Here are three unmistakable marks of a true follower 


of Christ; and the greatest of these is love. We must love in deed and in truth. 


loved us. Our love for Him and for others is the 
fruit of the Spirit, and we do not bear this fruit 
unless we have been “born again,’ born of the 
Spirit. Paul prays in one of his prayers that our 
love may abound and increase more and more. Like 
the other graces, love grows. In our lesson today we 
study some of the ways and means of this growth. 


I. Loving our Enemies: 
Matthew 5:43-48. 


The Pharisees and Scribes often made additions 
of their own to the Word of God and placed their 
traditions on an equality with the Scriptures. If we 
will turn back to Leviticus 19:18 we find the com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any 
grudge against the children of thy people, but thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the Lord.” 
The words, “Hate thine enemy” were an addition 
by the doctors of the law. In Deuteronomy 23:6 
there is a special command in reference to the Am- 
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We love because He first 





monites and Moabites, which could be so construed 
as to mean hatred of enemies, but it is a special sort 
of command in regard to these two nations. 


Jesus gives very definite instructions: “Love your 
enemies.” ‘There is a difference in our love for our 
enemies, and love for our friends; we love one 
with the love of compassion, the other with both 
compassion and approval. We cannot approve of the 
deeds of evil men, but we can, and should love 
them with compassion, and with a desire to help 
and bless them. Jesus loved the wicked men who 
were driving the nails in His hands and feet, and 
prayed for them; Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. We can love even those 
who are persecuting us with this kind of love. Ste- 
phen prayed for those who were stoning them, ask- 
ing that this sin be not laid to their charge, but he 
could not approve of what they were doing. 
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What do ye more than others? To love men with 
the love of compassion is a distinctive mark of a 
real Christian. We should love all men, even our 
enemies, have pity upon them, desire their salvation, 
and do all we can to help them. We are to do good 
to those who have done evil to us, never seeking to 
avenge ourselves. God loved a wicked and rebel- 
lious world, and sent His Son to die for it. Jesus 
loved sinners, ate with them, and sought to save 
them. He never loved, or approved of their wicked 
deeds. Does our love reach out to all men, even our 
enemies? Even sinners love those who love them. 
To be a Christian we must do more than these. 
Are we doing all in our power to rescue the perish- 
ing, and save those who are lost? Or are we indif- 
ferent and unconcerned? When we measure our 
lives, let us not use the yardstick of ordinary men; 
let us measure ourselves by the yardstick which 
Jesus used, 


Il. Forgiving Love: 
Matthew 18:21-35. 


Peter asks the question, “Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times?” Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy times 
seven. (Compare Luke 17:4). This, of course, is 
just another way of saying, there is no limit to our 
forgiving those who sin against us, 


As He so often did, Jesus illustrated this teaching 
with a parable, usually called, The Parable of the 
Unmerciful Servant. We are familiar with this 
story; we need only to apply its teaching to our 
every day lives. All of us have sinned grievously 
against our Heavenly Father. If He is willing to 
forgive us, and has made forgiveness possible by 
the Great Atoning Sacrifice of His Son, then we 
should be ready to forgive those who have wronged 
us, for their sin against us is small indeed compared 
with our sin against God. In this connection it is 
well to remember that part of the Lord’s Prayer 
which says, Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 


| debtors. 





III. Walk in Love: 


Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2. 

Love, like Faith, is active; it shows itself in our 
deeds, our walk. There are certain things we will 
not do, and there are other things we will do, if 
we walk in love. 


Love excludes lying. If we love we will speak 
the truth every one with his neighbor. “Speaking, 
(or holding) the truth in love” is Paul’s way of 
expressing it in Ephesians 4:15; “But speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ.” The world needs 
the truth; it needs truth spoken from loving hearts. 


Love restrains our anger. There is such a thing 
“righteous anger,’ for the wrath of God is 
righteous wrath. Our anger, however, is seldom sep- 
:rated from sin. It is only when love rules the heart 
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that our anger can be the kind described by Paul: 
Be ye angry, and sin not. Love keeps us from hold- 
ing our anger too long; letting the sun go down 
upon our wrath. “Neither give place to the devil.” 
It is easy for Satan to get control when tempers 
Hare. Love keeps us from opening the door to the 
devil. 


Love makes us honest. We will never take some- 
thing which belongs to another if we have love in 
our hearts. We cannot think of a thief being full 
of love; often there is hatred. Love makes us labor 
for what we have, instead of stealing it. Love goes 
further; it makes us generous; we have to give to 
him who needs. 


Love guards our lips and our speech. Instead of 
vile, corrupting words, we seek to edify—build up 

those with whom we come in contact. “The law 
of kindness was on her lips,” is the way the wise 
man speaks of the virtuous woman in Proverbs. We 
can build up, or we can tear down, by our words; 
love makes us “build up.” A word fitly spoken— 
spoken in the right place, at the right time, and 
with the right motive—is like “apples of gold in 
a network of silver’; both beautiful and priceless. 
Let love set a watch upon our lips and guide us 
when we speak. 

Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption. Nothing 
grieves the Holy Spirit more than a lack of love, for 
“the fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, etc.” 


Love drives out all the evil feelings which some- 
times take possession of the hearts of men: Bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, and all malice. There is nothing which 
can cleanse our hearts like love. 


It not only purifies, however; it fills with all 
those graces which we need. We must not merely 
have empty hearts, but they must be filled. Paul 
sums it up in the closing words of chapter four: 
‘And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.” 


He begins the next chapter, Be ye therefore fol- 
lowers of God as dear children; and walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savor. Paul is always careful to make 
us see that our love is the result of God’s love for 
us. “Walk in love’’: What a motto for the Chris- 
tian, for the Church, for the World, if the World 
were in any mood to accept. When we walk in love 
we follow our Master. 


lV. “God is Love” 
| Tohn 4:7-21. 


‘Twice in this beautiful passage these words are 
repeated. There are other attributes of God which 
we discover as we study the Scriptures: we might 
call this one the great controlling principle of God. 

Goodness is Love expressing itself in deeds). 
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“Love is of God.” When we love one another 
we are showing our kinship to God, for every one 
that loveth is born of God. The heathen world 
knows nothing of what is meant by this word, or 
even the more cultured Greeks and Romans, In 
its depth of meaning it was far beyond the thoughts 
of the philosophers of these more enlightened na- 
tions. 


The person who does not love, does not know 
God. We need not try to claim kin with Him if 
we do not have this principle in our hearts. 


God has prov ed His love for the world in many 
ways. The many “Extras” He has put on earth, 
such as beautiful flowers and birds, shows His love; 
His providential care of the world, giving sunshine 
and rain and fruitful seasons, is another evidence. 
The supreme proof, of course, is found in the Gift 
of His Son, and through Him, the gift of eternal 
life, to all who will believe the gospel. 


This love is seen to be even more amazing when 
we remember that He loved us when we were un- 


lovely—when we were in sin and rebellion. It was 
then that He sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sin, sufficient 


world. 


for the sins of the whole 


Since God loved us in such a marvellous way we 
ought to love one another. How can we be sure that 
God dwells in us? We cannot see Him. If we have 
His love, then we know that we have Him. 


Such a love casts out fear. We are not afraid of 
those whom we love. A child runs to its father or 
mother for comfort, protection, and out of grati- 
tude. There is blessed fellowship, which takes the 
place of fear. 


“We love because He first loved us” (R.V.) The 
source of our love is His love. He implants in ou: 
hearts this great principle. 


Now, if we savy that we love God, and hate our 
brother, we are liars. He who loves God must love 
his brother also. May God fill us all with His love! 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 19 


“Whats In 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: 
Prayer 
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 

Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us: O’er The Tumult” 


“He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought” 


(For explanation of program title see Exodus 


4:1-5). 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


After a person has decided to accept Christ as his 
Saviour from sin the next most important decision 
he has to make is the choice of his life work. We 
could call it his occupation, because it will be the 
work which will occupy most of his time and inter- 


est and energy. From the Christian standpoint, 
however, we ought to call this life work a vocation, 
because “vocation” means “calling.” The witness 


of the Scriptures and the experience of many ma- 
ture Christians leads us to believe that choosing a 
life work is not a hap-hazard matter. It is a matter 
which concerns the Lord, and He should be taken 
into account as the decision is made. In the final 
analysis, He should make the decision for us. 


When young people come to the point of choosing 
a vocation, they need first of all a strong conviction 
that their Lord is a wise and personal God. They 
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need to be fully convinced that God knows them 
very intimately and that He knows what is best 
for them. They must believe that God has a very 
definite plan for their lives. If there are any who 
doubt this, let them read the story of Joseph in 
Genesis, or let them read the book of Job. 


The next thing they need fo have is open-minded- 
ness . . . open-mindedness with respect to themselves 
and their abilities, and open-mindedness with respect 
to God’s will for them. Our speakers will discuss 
open-mindedness regarding self and regarding God’s 
will. 


First Speaker: 


Sometimes it seems that we know very little about 
ourselves, and a lack of self knowledge can stand 
in the way of our hearing and answering the call 
of God to the work He would have us do. Some 
times this ignorance of self takes the form of be 
littling our abilities. This was true of Moses and 
Gideon when the Lord called them to serve Hin 
in very important ways. They protested that they 
were not able, but God knew more about their abil 
ities than they did. At other times people may tur 
aside from the way which God points out for them 
because they imagine they have skills and aptitudes 
which in fact they do not have at all. 
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In choosing a vocation, or in listening for the 
the Lord’s call, it is helpful to know what abilities 
we actually have or do not have. Abilities can be 
measured with a good degree of accuracy by taking 
a series of scientifically prepared tests. Because our 
Presbyterian Church is interested in seeing people 
find work for which they are suited and to which 
the Lord calls them, five vocational guidance cen- 
ters have been established throughout the General 
Assembly. These centers are ready to give aptitude 
tests to any people, but especially young people, who 
are recommended by their ministers. The centers 
already established are located at Fishersville, Vir- 
ginia; Flora McDonald College, Red Springs, N. 
C.; Hampden-Sidney College, Hampden-Sidney, 
Virginia; Centre College, Danville, Kentucky; and 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, $. C. Four more 
centers are being planned for the near future. 


Whenever a person is in doubt as to his abilities, 
it is wise to take the tests rather than risk the dis- 
appointment and expense of the trial and error 
method. Surely God is not pleased if we waste our 
abilities which He has given us, but we do waste 
them when we allow them to remain undiscovered 
in our lives. 


Second Speaker: 


We need also to have open minds and hearts with 
respect to knowing God’s will for our lives. We 
must remember that God’s thoughts and ways are 
often very different from ours (Isa. 55:8, 9). Ways 
that may seem very right to us can be wrong in the 
sight of God (Pro. 14:12). We know that there 
are some occupations which would not be satisfac- 
tory to God at all. No one could think that the 
Lord would want him to become a professional 
thief, and there are other occupations which are 
just as bad. We know God wants us to do those 
things which are wholesome and honest and help- 
ful. We must not think, however, that just so long 
as we choose a work which measures up to those 
basic standards, we are pleasing God. For an ex- 
ample: it is a good work to be a high school teacher, 
but it is not good to be a teacher if God is calling 
you to be a missionary, neither should you decide 
to be a missionary if God is calling you to be a 
teacher. To make up our own minds in such mat- 
ters is to let a good thing become the enemy of the 
best thing. 


Once you know yourself and what your abilities 
are, and once you have made up your mind to let 
God direct you in your choice of an occupation, you 
will need to know how to find out the will of the 
Lord for your life. God has no set way of revealing 
this knowledge. It comes in different ways to dif- 
ferent persons, but it is sure to come to those who 
pray for it earnestly. A person needs to pray regu- 
larly and to wait patiently. It is often the case that 
God answers our prayers a bit at a time through 
circumstances of life by opening one oppor- 
tunity and closing another. As God reveals His 
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plan, we need to prove our faith by acting on what 
knowledge we have. Do not wait for the complete 
plan, but follow each part as it comes. If you think 
God is leading you to become a teacher or a minis- 
ter, then start now to work in that direction. Cer- 
tainty will come as you go along. 


Some people work for happiness. ‘They are afraid 
to give their lives over to the Lord for fear He 
might call them to do something that would destroy 
their happiness. Those people never find true happi- 
ness, but those who give their lives to the Lord to 
work for Him, always find happiness as a sort of 
by-product. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(The Vocational Guidance Centers mentioned in 
this program are one of the financial objectives. The 
funds given by the young people will be used to 
provide equipment. Explain this to your group be- 
fore you receive the special offering. If your con- 
tribution to the financial objects is paid out of the 
budget, remind the young people of that and have 
a prayer of dedication after the hymn.) 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

Offering 


Prayer of Dedication. 


Women’s Work 


Stewardship 











There are three bases of Stewardship about 
remind ourselves. First, God is the 


Owner. ““The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof.” Second. 


which we may 


Man is the Possessor. “Every 
good and perfect gift cometh down from the Fath- 
er.’ Third, Man is a Partner with God. “We are 
laborers together with God.” 


As a group of Christian women, we realize these 
truths. We know them. We have heard them be- 
fore. But if we could all have the attitude of David 
Livingstone, we would not have to mention the sub- 
ject Stewardship. He wrote in his diary: “I place 
no value on anything | have or may possess except 
in relation to the Kingdom of God.” 


In our few moments together, let us look at 
Lydia, who was a fine example of a Christian stew- 
ard. 


Women, down through the ages, have played an 
important part in the spread of the gospel. Jesus 
was born of a woman. Some of His dearest friends 
were women. The women were the last at the Cross; 
the women were the first at the tomb. Jesus ap- 
peared to a woman, first. And the first European 
convert was a woman! 
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Now let us look at Lydia. First, we find that 
Lydia had a right sense of values. 


Picture to yourself, Philippi, a heathen city, on 
this Sabbath morning. Lydia had a shop, no doubt, 
for she was “a seller of purple.” All of her com- 
petitors had their shops opened. But Lydia did not 
consider the making of money the prime purpose 
of her life! Lydia went down to the river side to 
join a group of women to pray. She had the idea 
that the spiritual is more important than the ma- 
terial, Prayer was of more importance to Lydia 
than the making of money. 


This first point is not plainly stated in the Bible 
but I think it is true. Dr. Walter L. Lingle would 
call it using our “consecrated imagination.” Lydia 
was at the right place at the right time, and she 
heard the greatest man living at that time, Paul. 


Lydia put the spiritual first. 


Secondly, Lydia had an open mind. “‘And a cer- 
tain woman, named Lydia, a seller of purple, of 
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard 
us.” 


The Bible has a great deal to say about hearing. 
Jesus said, “He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” James says, “Let every man be swift to 
hear.” 


An open mind will be attentive to the things of 


God. 


We who are good stewards will consider our in- 
tellect a gift of God, and we will use it for His 
glory. Lydia was interested in hearing the best. 


Think of al] the things we may hear! The radio 
programs which come into our homes! Many pro- 
grams are not as clean as they once were. Do we 
take time to hear the devotionals? Do we tune in 
to hear the best? 


Think of the books and magazines which come 
into our lives! They call us by alluring advertise- 
ments to listen to the voice of the world! Do we 
read our church papers, our church magazines? Do 
we listen to their call ? 


Dr. Norman Vincent Peale says, ““Many people 
listen with their outer ear only.” 


People go to church, and yet the Gospel never 
penetrates beyond their outer consciousness. But 
when a person listens as though his life depended 
on it, the gospel sinks into his mind in a powerful 
penetration. The message falls like a healing po- 
tency on him. Every spiritual disease germ is killed 
and he lives with new strength. 


In the third place, Lydia had an open heart. 
“Whose heart the Lord opened.” The heart is the 
center of our emotions. Some of the most beautiful 
verses in the Bible mention the heart. 

God.” 


“Create within me a clean heart, Oh! 
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““As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 





“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall sce 


God.” 


“Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart.”” And Jesus, seeking to 
comfort His own, in view of His departure, said, 
“Let not your heart be troubled.” 

Lydia had an open heart. Years later this church 
at Philippi sent Paul a gift. We do not know if 
it were money or clothing or what. But Paul wrote 
his love letter, Philippians, to thank them. I wonder 
if Lydia’s open heart did not have a great deal to 
do with the love gift that the church at Philippi 
sent to Paul, who was a prisoner in Rome. 


Lydia, “whose heart the Lord opened” must have 
held the door wide open for Jesus. 


Borden of Yale, who was a member of the weal- 
thy Borden family, famous for good milk, wrote in 
his daily journal: “In every heart there is a cross 
and a crown. If Self be on the cross, Jesus wears 
the crown. If Self wears the crown—Jesus is cruci- 
fied anew on the cross.” 


Lydia kept Jesus on the throne in her heart. 


Once again we look at Lydia and we believe 
that she made an open confession of her sins—an 
open profession of her faith. 


She immediately wanted to take her stand. 
No secret disciple was Lydia! 


‘And when she was baptized and her household,” 
tthe Bible says. 


Now Lydia could have reasoned with herself. 
“What this man says is true. I believe it, but | 
will not do anything about it now. I will wait— 
maybe next Sabbath I will take my stand.” But 
Lydia acted immediately—Not only she herself was 
baptized but her household. 


Wonderful Lydia—she saw that she lacked some- 
thing—she found it; she took it, the religion of the 
living cHRIST! But Lydia not only had a right sense 
of values, an open mind, an open heart and made 
an open confession—she also had an open home. 


Some one has said that there are three things that 
we can do with our possessions. We may give them 
to the world; we may give them to ourselves, we 
may give them to God. 


Some people use their home by giving it to the 
world. I heard of a family in Florida who had a 
party. Their next door neighbor saw them haul in 
whiskey by the truck load. Theirs was a home given 
to the world. 


There are many who use their home for their 
own family. They close the door to others; they 
consider it a place to enjoy for themselves, and not 
for any one else. 
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But Lydia was not in either of these groups. 
Lydia took the servants of God into her home. She 
really wanted them. 

“If ye have found me to be faithful in the Lord, 
come into my house and abide there. And she con- 
strained us.” 

I do not believe that Lydia said in a half-hearted 
way, “You would not go home for dinner with me, 
would you?” She urged them; she begged them. 


“She constrained them.” 

There are two illustrations in the Bible of Some 
one taking the minister home to dinner. In Mark 
I, we are told of Peter taking Jesus home with him 
after the synagogue service. And Lydia who took 
Paul and his friends. We do not know how many 
there were with Paul. But we know that there were 
at least two friends with him. Dr. Luke has already 
begun to say “We” by this time. And Silas was 
later put in prison with Paul. But Lydia took them 
all into her home. 

People who keep the door open for the ministers 
and missionaries of the Lord, realize that they get 
a blessing far greater than anything that they may 
offer to their guests! What a privilege is ours to 
have these servants of the Lord in our homes. 


And if we keep Christ first in our home, the 
family altar will be the center of it. Around it the 
family will gather; there they will worship; there 
they will find the strength to go out and to stand 
firm against the temptations of life. 

Julia Lake Kellersberger told us once of a visit 
to the home of an oriental gentleman. When she 
and Dr. Kellersberger arrived they found that the 
house was built in the shape of a circle. The host 
took them in and said, “I want to show you my 
prayer-room first.’ And he led them into an inner 
room in the very center of this circular house. He 
slipped out and amid the altar with its heathen 
idols and the candles and the incense, Dr. and 
Mrs. Kellersberger knelt and prayed that the man 
might come to know the true God, and that he 
might use this altar for worshipping Jesus Christ. 


“T have been in many, many Christian homes,” 
says Mrs. Kellersberger, “but I have never had 
anyone else say, ‘] want you to see first my prayer- 
room !’ ” 

In closing we would submit to you Lydia, a good 
steward, who had a right sense of values, an open- 
mind, an open heart, who made an open confession 
and who had an open home. 


-Mrs. G. W. Brown. 
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Morton H. Smith To Teach 
Bible At Belhaven 


Morton H. Smith, pastor of the Springfield Pres- 
byterian Church, Sykesville, Maryland, will become 
a member of the Belhaven College faculty as head 
of the department of Bible for the 1954-55 session, 
according to an announcement by McFerran Crowe, 
president of the college. 


Belhaven College, located in Jackson, Mississippi, 
and long-famed as a college for women, will be- 
come coeducational for the first time this year. Dr. 
Crowe assumed the duties of president of Belhaven 
on July | of this year, succeeding Dr. G. T. Gilles- 
pie who had served as president of Belhaven for 
more than thirty years. Dr. Gregg Singer, formerly 
of Salem College, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
is the new vice-president and head of the depart- 
ment of history at Belhaven. 

“Belhaven is most fortunate to have Morton 
Smith as head of the department of Bible,” Dr. 
Crowe stated. “He will be a splendid addition both 
to the community and to the college, where our aim 
is to build a school in the finest Liberal Arts tra- 
dition with a bedrock foundation of Calvinistic 
theology.” 

Morton Smith is a native of Roanoke, Virginia, 
and his boyhood was spent in Roanoke and Balti- 
more. After attending the University of Michigan 
from 1941-43, Mr. Smith served in the Army Air 
Force, receiving his pilot’s wings in 1944. The end 
of the war found him a graduate of the B-17 heavy 
bomber flying school with the rank of First Lieu- 
tenant. 


After the war he attended the University of 
North Carolina for one year and then transferred 
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yack to the University of Michigan where he re- 
ceived the A.B. degree in 1947. For the next two 
vears he served as Assistant to the Registrar of the 
University of Michigan. 


Mr. Smith then entered Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Georgia, and, after taking one year of 
seminary work at Westminster ‘Theological Semin- 
iry in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he received his 
B. D. (cum laude) degree from Columbia Seminary 
in May, 1952. He served as temporary supply of 
the Westminster Church, Valdosta, Georgia, for a 
year and for seven months as pastor of the Spring- 
field and Roller Churches of Carroll County, Marvy- 
land. 


Mrs. Smith is the former Lois V. Knopf of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, where they were married in 1944. 
Chey have no children. Mrs. Smith attended the 
University of Michigan and the University of 
North Carolina, with major interests in both voice 
and piano. 


Board Of Annuities 
And Relief 


ATLANTA, Ga., Sept. | — (PN) — Charles J. 
Currie, formerly Georgia manager for Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of New York, today became 
the executive secretary of the Board of Annuities 
and Relief for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. He 
succeeds Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., who is retiring 
after 11 years as head of the board. 


Dr. Boggs, who is the 1954 moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, will continue to serve the Board as con- 
sultant. 


Mr. Currie is the first layman to head the retire- 
ment, relief and insurance agency of the South- 
wide denomination. He will be administering 
the retirement funds for nearly 650 aged ministers 
and their heirs, more than 2,500 active participants, 
both ministerial and lay-workers, in the church's 
pension plan. In addition, Mr. Currie’s office han- 
dles emergency relief funds for ministers and their 
families who retired before adequate annuities 
could be built up, or who are disabled or in special 
need. This fund annually amounts to over $300,- 
000. A two-year-old life insurance plan for church 
workers, with nearly 2,000 policies in force, and a 
year-old hospitalization and surgical insurance plan 
with nearly 1000 participants are also administered 
from the Board of Annuities and Relief office here. 


Mr. Currie was selected for the executive secre- 
taryship of the church agency by an 18-member 
board meeting in Atlanta last March, and was ap- 
proved for the position by the General Assembly of 
the church last May. He brings to the post 31 years’ 
experience in insurance and investment work, and 
a record of outstanding civic and church service. He 
is an elder in the First Presbyterian Church of At- 


SEPTEMBER 8.1954 





lanta, where he has served Mutual of New York 
since 1923, and as its Georgia manager since 1928. 
He is nationally known in insurance circles, having 
been for four years one of the 12 trustees of the 
National Association of Life Insurance Under- 
writers. 


The former secretary of the board, Dr. Boggs, 
became head of the agency in 1943, succeeding the 
late Dr. Henry H. Sweets on his retirement. Under 
Dr. Sweets the then “Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief” launched in 1940 
the present Ministers’ Annuity Fund, regarded na- 
tionally as the most successful such church-operated 
retirement system. Under Dr. Boggs this system 
has been developed into a highly effective organiza- 
tion, and it was under his leadership that insurance 
plans for the protection of church workers were 
introduced, When the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
reorganized its top agencies in 1949 it was Dr. 
Boggs’ job also to carry his agency into its new 
formation as Board of Annuities and Relief. The 
board was located in Louisville, Ky., until Febru- 
ary of this year, when it was moved into the new 
Presbyterian Center in Atlanta. The board owns 
and operates this property in the name of the church. 


Mr. Currie is a native of DeKalb, Kemper 
County, Mississippi, and grew up in Meridian. He 
was educated in the public schools there and at 
Mississippi State College. He is married to the 
former Constance Berry of Atlanta, and they have 
two sons, Charles, Jr., now an officer in the Air 
Force at Mac Dill Field, Fla., and Rigdon, in 
business in Atlanta. In Atlanta, Mr. Currie has 
been a leader in Red Cross and Community Fund 
work, and during World War II was chairman of 
five War Bond Drives for Metropolitan Atlanta. 


In his church, Mr. Currie is widely known as a 
member of the Board of Annuities and Relief since 
1943. He was actively interested in the church’s 
pension plan and assisted in setting up the South- 
wide drive which resulted in the opening in 1940 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund which he will ad- 
minister, 





Official Statements Of Pro And 
Con Union Arguments Available 


AtrLtanta, Ga., Auc. 25—(PN)—An official 
statement of both pro and con arguments on the 
question of union of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
with United and U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches, 
has just gone to the printers, and will be ready for 
distribution by September 15. 


Containing a “General Statement Concerning the 
Issues Involved,” on which both those who favor 
union and those who oppose it agree, the forty-page 
pamphlet devotes the majority of its space to reasons 
why the proposed Plan of Union should or should 
not be approved by the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
(Southern). 






PAGE 19 





“A TRAGIC MISTAKE” | 


Many who theoretically believe organic union of Protestant | 
Churches to be of possible worth are now privately stating | 


that to vote for the present Plan of Union would be a “tragic 
mistake.” 


Some take this position because: “IT IS THE WORST PLAN OF ALL 
THE PLANS PRESENTED TO THE CHURCH.” 


Others strongly object because they feel a Plan, to be success: 
ful, must prove to be a unifying force, while the present Plan is 
proving “DISASTROUSLY DISRUPTIVE.” 


Also, there is an increasing chorus of protest over an agitation 
which is “SERIOUSLY HANDICAPPING THE PRESENT WORK OF THE 
CHURCH.” 


For these, and many other reasons, let us vote the proposed 
union down by such an overwhelming vote that we may go for- 
ward in our main task—making Christ known at home and 


abroad—relieved for a generation from this unfortunate con- 
troversy. 


Write For Samples Of Literature 
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